&

t\/'
/'r
o L1
Lv & ‘N

A Qf

SPIRITUAL PURIFICATION RETREAT

THE HONOR OF BEING A
SERVANT OF ALLAH

&N B S ‘ R s .
v~ '_’,“\"_ :i s 3 4
VNS ‘* de &. ‘
.
~ :" o - .

Shayl;h Ahmad Musa Jibril @l dase o



The Honor of Being a Servant of Allah | Spiritual Purification Retreat (13)

Spiritual Purification Retreat | Ramadan 1446

The Honor of Being a Servant of Allah

Ash-Shaykh Al-Imam Ahmad Miisa Jibril (4‘1&\ dag>)

Ahmad]ibril.Org



The Honor of Being a Servant of Allah | Spiritual Purification Retreat (13)

o

Ahmad]ibril.Org



The Honor of Being a Servant of Allah | Spiritual Purification Retreat (13)

Today, Insha’Allah, we’ll talk about how honorable it is to be a servant of
Allah Jladg dilxaw, an ‘Abd of Allah Jlasg 4w, And for you to understand how
honorable it is to fall under the ‘Ubldiyyah of Allah (a9 4l you need to
understand that Allah (9 4w made ‘Ubddiyyah to Him the description of the
best of His creation and those closest to Him. Being an ‘Abd of Allah iy diluw is
the most esteemed rank a person can achieve. An ‘Abd of Allah, a slave of Allah, is
nothing but honor and praise, and that's why Allah Jlx3g 43l referred to His
chosen prophets as His servants in their most noble missions. When Allah 43l
JSlaig wants to praise someone, He calls him His ‘Abd, His servant, His slave — the
honorary, special form of ‘Ubudiyyah. Allah (a9 4w referred to His most
beloved Messenger &, the Prophet Muhammad &2, who reached the pinnacle of
‘Ubtdiyyah to Allah g 4>, as His servant, and He referred to him as His
servant when He was telling us about one of the most significant, honored
moments for the Messenger &5, the Night of his Isra’ where he reached a place no
one else had ever reached. When mentioning that to us, Allah Jlajy 4w
referred to him as His slave.
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Glory be to the One Who took His servant...

odizy. Allah Jlaig 4l could’ve referred to him by his name or by one of his
qualities, or any of the other titles or means that Allah Jlaig 4> could've used.
But the description of the Messenger & as the Slave of Alldh Jlg dilowws in this
special, honorable occasion shows what an honorable title and status it is. If there
had been a more prestigious, esteemed title than being the ‘Abd of Allah 4l
JW3s it would have been used to address the Messenger & in that elevated
position, when Allah Jlxig 4w elevated him high above to where no one had
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ever reached. And in the context of Isra’ again, Allah Jlay 4l also, again,
referred to him as His ‘Abd.

And He revealed to His Servant what He revealed

In another esteemed context, when discussing the revelation of the book to the
Messenger & Allah Slaig 4l also refers to him as His ‘Abd.
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All praise is for Allah Who has revealed the Book to His servant.

And also in another verse,
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Blessed is He who sent down the Criterion upon His Servant that he may be to the worlds
a warner

In expressing gratitude over the believers by sending them the Messenger &3,
which is, without a doubt, a great honor to the Messenger &, All3h Jlsg 4l
referred to him as His servant and slave.
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It is He who sends down upon His Servant verses of clear evidence...

When Allah Jlx3g 4= expressed gratitude by keeping him safe, which is another
great honor to the Messenger &8, He referred to him as His slave.
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Is Allah not sufficient for His servant?

In another respected context, when He mentioned the worship of the Messenger
&5, He referred to him as His slave.
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And that when the Servant of Allah stood up supplicating Him, they almost became
about him a compacted mass."

He challenged the Kuffar,
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And if you are in doubt about what We have revealed to Our servant...

In fact, in Sahth Bukhari it was reported by ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr Ibn Al-‘As Al &)
«is that the Messenger & was referred to in the Tawrah as being the slave of
Allah.
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The same with the other Messengers ¢dully 83uall egde. Allah Jlbgy dilow
honored them by referring to them as His slaves. That shows how honorable that
title is.
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And remember Our servant Ayyab.
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And remember Our servant, Dawud.

Another verse,
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And We blessed Dawiid with Sulayman — what an excellent servant (he was)!

About 153 el d4de,

Never would the Messiah disdain to be a servant of Allah...

In the verse about Zakariyyah,
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[This is] a mention of the mercy of your Lord to His servant Zakariyyah

It's consistent, just like with the Messenger #8. They’re the most cherished by
Allah (g 4w, they’re the most honored by Allah Jlady dilwww, and Allah
Slaig Al refers to them as His servants and slaves because it’s a title of

respect.
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And remember Our servants, Ibrahim, Ishaq and Ya’qub — those of strength and
[religious] vision.
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He called the angels by the same name.
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Rather, they are [but] honored servants.

Honored servants — 0g43% 3ls is honored servants.
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And they say, "The Most Merciful has taken a son." Exalted is He! Rather, they are [but]
honored servants.

The inhabitants of the Jannah we refer to with the same title.
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A spring of which the [righteous] servants of Allah will drink; they will make it gush forth
in force [and abundance].

The bottom line is that ‘Ubtdiyyah to Allah (lxi9 il is an honor and being an
‘Abd of Allah Jlaig 4l is a title of honor and praise.

In Islam, the concept of ‘Ubldiyyah revolves around liberating individuals
from all forms of bondage and ‘Ubldiyyah to others. It allows them to become
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devoted servants solely to their Creator and Lord Allah oe (§ J=. ‘Ubldiyyah to
Allah Jig 4l liberates the servants from bondage to disbelief, immorality,
wickedness, disobedience, and it guides them towards the realms of obedience to
Allah Jladg 4w, to righteousness, to gratitude, and honor. A person who is an
‘Abd to Allah g 4w is honored because he only fears Allah iy 4l
alone. That liberates him from fearing anyone else in his heart, everything after
that will seem small. True ‘Ubadiyyah to Allah Jlaig 4l is a promise that you
will worship Allah (g 45> alone according to how Allah wants you to worship,
to follow His commands, and to avoid what He has forbidden. Ikhlas and
Mutaba’ah, it’s very simple. That will make you honorable. Being only an ‘Abd of
Allah sy 4l brings happiness like no other. Especially when you know that
your birth, your sustenance, your death, and everything else is only in the hands
of Allah Jlaig dilww, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. When those
who follow misguidance tell you they’re liberating, they’re in reality leading
individuals to ‘Ubudiyyah to desires and to pleasures that render a person like
cattle, even more misguided.

‘Ubldiyyah to Allah Jlxig 4l is the essence of freedom from everything
other than Allah Uiy 4w, it’s the essence of dignity. Being an ‘Abd of Allah
Sy Al is the only thing that liberates a heart from ‘Ubldiyyah to creation,
and it frees it from the humiliation and submission to anything other than Allah
Sy dilwww, Those who worship Allah Jlaig 4w alone are only bound to Him,
their Creator, their Owner, their Controller, their Sustainer. Honor, dignity, and
elevation come in ‘Ubtdiyyah to Allah Jlxig 45l and disgrace and humiliation
come in worshipping anything other than Allah Jlaig 4w, When you bow your
head down in humility to Allah =9 45lwew during the nighttime in ‘Ubldiyyah to
Allah Jig 43w, Allah will raise your head high in honor throughout your day
and throughout your life. What's astonishing about ‘Ubldiyyah to Allah il
AW is that in all forms of servitude, the Master benefits from the servant, except
in the case of a believer's ‘Ubldiyyah to Allah (g 4=, it’s the servant who
gains, because Allah (g 4= does not need any of His creation.
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and Allah is the Free of need, while you are the needy.

This special, honorary ‘Ubidiyyah to Allah (g il is special. It’s only for the
believers. It’s ‘Ubldiyyah to Allah Jlaig 4l by submission, love, and obedience.
This special ‘Ubudiyyah, when one submits by choice, is what truly brings honor
to an individual, and everyone is at levels in this ‘Ubadiyyah. The highest rank, of
course, belongs to the Messenger & and then the messengers and prophets. The
return and benefit for ‘Ubadiyyah to Allah (a9 4w is enormous. There are
many verses in the Qur’an that mention this. Protection from the Shaytan,
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Indeed, My servants - no authority will you have over them...
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and | will mislead them all
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Except, among them, Your chosen servants.

No fear,
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O My servants, no fear will there be concerning you this Day, nor will you grieve

Glad tidings,
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So give good tidings to My servants

The verses on that are many. All that is the special ‘Ubudiyyah to Allah 43l
JSladg. That's the special, honorary, ‘Ubldiyyah to Allah Jlady 4w,

Allah Jig 4w referred in the Qur’an to all His creations as His servants,
including the non-believers. So how does that make sense? One of course needs
to understand that everything in the heavens and in the earth is a servant of Allah
Sy A, whether by choice or by force. Everything is subservient to Allah
Sy Al and you can understand it by understanding that lbn Al-Qayyim
categorized ‘Ubldiyyah to Allah Jlxig 4l as two types, a specific one and a
general one. The general type of ‘Ubudiyyah is by compulsion, it’s not by choice.
Everyone in the heavens and in the earth is a servant of Allah Jlaig 4l
whether they’re good or bad, believers or disbelievers. There’s no way to escape
this type of ‘Ubldiyyah to Allah Jlig 4. This kind of ‘Ubidiyyah does not
suggest any privilege or honor. This general ‘Ubldiyyah includes all creations,
believers included. Believers share the general ‘Ubldiyyah with the Kuffar, but
the private, specific, honorable ‘Ubudiyyah is reserved for the believers alone.
The worst of the Kuffar are called His slaves. The ones who say that about Allah
Sy Al which makes the heavens burst, and the earth split, and the



The Honor of Being a Servant of Allah | Spiritual Purification Retreat (13)

mountains crumble, are ‘Ibad of Allah Jlaig 4w, The ones who abuse Allah
Jlig dilxww with slander are ‘Ibad of Allah Jlaig 45l
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There is no one in the heavens and earth but that he comes to the Most Merciful as a
servant.

In this context, this general context, they’re slaves of Allah iy 4w, Allah
Sy Al referred to the sinners and disbelievers as his servants.
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And [mention] the Day He will gather them and that which they worship besides Allah
and will say, "Did you mislead these, My servants...

He called them His servants despite their misguidance.
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And Allah wants no injustice for [His] servants.

Many verses, and Allah Jladg 4l said,
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Indeed, Allah has judged between the servants.

And Allah Jlasg 4,
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Say, "O Allah, Creator of the heavens and the earth, Knower of the unseen and the
witnessed, You will judge between your servants concerning that over which they used to

differ."

This includes everyone, the righteous and evil. This form of ‘Ubudiyyah offers no
indication of privilege or prestige for the disbelievers and sinners. So why are the
Kuffar called ‘Ibad of Allah Jlaiy 4il=s? Because the term ‘Ubadiyyah or ‘Ibadah,
that term comes from the context or meaning of gs.2sdl9 JUI, humility and
submission. Some people willingly demonstrate their humility towards Allah

Sy Al and their submission towards Him. They become with that among the
special, honorary category, the special ‘Ubad, the special worshippers. Others,
however, will submit by force. So the special, honorary ‘Ubtdiyyah that’s in the
Qur’an, it's about those who willingly turn to Allah Jlai9 4=, The general
‘Ubtdiyyah is for everyone, everyone is under the control of Allah Jlaig 4l
Everyone will submit to Allah Jlaig 4. Everyone will stand before Allah 4l
Sy, by force or by choice. The distinction between the special or general
‘Ubldiyyah to Allah (g 4l is like the distinction between the general or
special Sujud to Allah Jlxsg 4w, The special Sujid to Allah (g 4w in the
Qur’an refers to the believers making Sujud. They’re honored for that; they’re
praised for making Sujad to Allah Jlasg 4l by choice. Allah iy dilwww said,
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Indeed, those who are near your Lord [i.e., the angels] are not prevented by arrogance
from His worship, and they exalt Him, and to Him they prostrate.

And Allah (g 4l said,
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When the Verses of the Most Gracious were recited unto them, they fell down prostrate
and weeping.

However, there’s general Sujud, and that refers to everyone. Everyone will
submit to Allah (9 4w, believers and non-believers. This does not suggest
any privilege or honor. It’s like the verse,
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And to Allah prostrates whoever is within the heavens and the earth, willingly or by
compulsion, and their shadows [as well] in the mornings and the afternoons.

Unto Allah g 4l falls in prostration everyone in the heavens and in the
earth, by force or by choice, willingly or unwillingly. The distinction between the
special and general ‘Ibadah, special and general Sujud, is also like the special and
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general Qunat. Qunat, we mean by that the obedience to Allah Jlaig dilwws, Allah
Sy Al praised the believers for their obedience.
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Is one who is devoutly obedient during periods of the night, prostrating and standing [in
prayer], fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord, [like one who does
not]?

Is he who is obedient to Allah, prostrating and standing in Salah during the night
and he who fears the Akhirah and wants the mercy of Allah Jlalg 4w, is he like
one who disbelieves? And He said about Maryam Ml lgude,

Ao 7 L

u\:'..‘_»zj\wu)

And she was of the devoutly obedient.

She was obedient to Allah (39 4w, This is the praised type of obedience. The
general obedience that does not suggest any privilege or honor is like the general
Qunut — it’s the general Qunut and it's mentioned in the verse,
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To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth. All are obedient to Him.
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All are obedient to Him, meaning they will all come in humiliation and submission,
U3 9gasls, So there’s the general ‘Ublidiyyah and the general Sujid, and the
general obedience to Allah (g 4w that does not suggest any privilege or
honor. There’s the special ‘Ubudiyyah, there’s the special Sujud, and there’s the
special obedience to Allah g 4w, that’s for those who submit willingly to
Allah JWig 4l and that’s an honor for them Dunya and Akhirah.

The bottom line is that one who submits to Allah Jliy 4l attains the
peak of honor. ‘Ubldiyyah, submission to Allah a9 4w is nothing but honor,
and the title of ‘Abdullah represents the highest form of honor. ‘lbadah is an
honorable task, and that’s why Al-Qadi ‘lyad said in one of his poems,
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What makes me so proud, he's saying — what makes me feel so distinguished,
what makes me feel so honored, so much that | feel like | want to step over the
stars — | mean out of everything, what do you think he chose? What made him so
proud? Being a slave of Allah Jlaig dileiw,
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What made him so proud and so distinguished and so honored? He said it’s that |
fall under “Ya ‘Ibady”. The ultimate honor for me, he's saying, is being included
under “O my Servants!” And also, he mentioned, “And that you have chosen
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Ahmad & as my messenger.” He's basically saying I’m so ecstatic at being
included under Ya ‘Ibady. I'm so excited that | feel like jumping over the stars.
Take pride in whatever you wish, there’s no pride except in being an ’Abd of Allah
Sy A, It’s an honor you can choose to attain; it’s under your control. If you
desire this honor, it’s up to you to become a servant of Allah Jlaig 4. If you
want to achieve a high status with Allah Jlig 4w, then strive to be an ‘Abd of
Allah Jldg 4w, A person reaches the highest level and the utmost honor and
closeness to perfection based on how they embrace ‘Ubudiyyah to Allah dilxw
339, The more someone embodies ‘Ubldiyyah to Allah Jladg 4w, the closer to
perfection they are, the higher their status becomes.
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